Discussion Topic: Interpreting descriptive and inferential statistics
General instruction:
Students work on this topic during Module 1 and Module 2.
· Module 1: Each student posts an initial post (by Friday) and a peer comment (by Sunday) in a group.
· Module 2: Each student reflects on what s/he has learned from the group discussion and submit a self-evaluation and revised initial post as a written assignment (not in the discussion forum).
Initial post (15 points): Due by the Friday of Module 1
1. Select one of the two articles to read for this discussion forum. Click the reference to download the article.
Fausey, C. M., & Boroditsky, L. (2011). Who dunnit? Cross-linguistic differences in eye-witness memory. Psychonomic bulletin & review, 18(1), 150-157.[image: Preview the document]
Krcmar, M., & Cingel, D. P. (2014). Parent–child joint reading in traditional and electronic formats. Media Psychology, 17(3), 262-281.[image: Preview the document]
2. Join the group for your chosen article.
3. For the discussion, select ONE experiment from the article and focus on that particular experiment for all the questions below.
· Who were in the sample?
· Who were in the target population represented by the sample?
· Was the sample a good representative of that population? Why or why not? 
· Identify an example of descriptive statistics associated with the chosen experiment and report the actual statistics from the article.
· Why did you identify these statistics as “descriptive” rather than “inferential”?
· What do the descriptive statistics tell you regarding this experiment?
· Identify an example of inferential statistics associated with the chosen experiment and report the actual statistics from the article.
· Why did you identify these statistics as “inferential” rather than “descriptive”?
· What do the inferential statistics tell you regarding the research question for this experiment?
4. Include the nine bullet points in your post as section headings so all the answers are clear to the readers.
5. Note that you will only see other posts after submitting your initial post. Late submission of the initial post can be accepted up to the end of Module Week 1 with 20% deduction per day.
Peer comment (5 points): Due by the end of Module 1 (Sunday)
1. Read all the posts in your group on the same article as yours.
2. Comment on one post by another student (not the CA or the instructor) that gives you the most insight. Be sure to cover the following:
· How does this post different from your own initial post?
· What is the insight you gain from this post?
3. Include the two bullet points as section headings in your post so your answers are clear to the readers.
4. Late submission of the peer comment is NOT accepted unless an extension has been granted based on a documented emergency.
Grading Rubric
Points are awarded based on whether each item has been covered with a good attempt based on the assigned article.
[image: https://i.gyazo.com/59315c22717ecabeb297757b4a2c73d4.png]
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